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Especially suited to the growing conditions and the urban settings of the Pacific Northwest, cottage

gardens are comfortable and romantic and look as though they were thrown together with ease.

However, these beautiful gardens need considerable planning to appear natural and informal. This

accessible guide explores the origin and history of cottage gardens, and outlines the essentials of

creating a cozy garden sanctuary, including design and layout, functional structures, furniture, decor

and materials, plant selection, and maintenance.
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Schulman starts by explaining the elements of cottage garden design and then goes on to a

detailed guide to choosing plants, those traditionally English as well as less traditional but suitable

Northwest plants. I could have wished for a few more photographs showing the plants Schulman

describes, but overall, this is an invaluable guide for gardeners in the Pacific Northwest who want to

try out this time-honored style of gardening.
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